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School Vision 
We provide the rich soil allowing children and adults to flourish and develop deep 
roots.  We nurture growth, enabling children and adults to thrive as our Christian 
values blossom in their lives. We cultivate a sense of pride in our rural community 

where children and adults are loved and valued. 
May our children flourish in their youth like well-nurtured plants.  Psalm 144 v 12. 

 
Throughout our curriculum and school life, along with our school vision, these three golden 

strands permeate through everything we do. 

Community 
Jesus often spoke of unity in our communities and encouraging one another on our journey. 

He spoke of bearing each other’s burdens in love and helping those in need. 
‘Live in harmony with one another.’ Romans 12 v 16 

 
Love 

It says in the Bible that God is Love and encompasses all that is loving and good.  Jesus 
showed the ultimate unconditional love when he laid down his life for us on the cross. 

Therefore, this love should lead to a desire to love other people. 
‘Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself 

as a sacrifice for us.’ Ephesians 5 v 2 

 
Growth 

Just like a plant, we must endure the difficult times along with the good; but God has sent 
us his Holy Spirit to help and strengthen us so we can bear fruit and grow in the likeness of 

Christ. 
‘Grown in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’  2 Peter 3 v 18 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Snow conditions 

At school, we are aware that the timings of our decisions to close the school are critical 

for parents and carers, trying to get their children to school and then get to work.  

Following a heavy overnight snowfall, we always try and take the judgment on school 

closure as early as possible in the morning. We aim to make this decision early enough 

for parents/carers to make alternative plans for childcare or, if there is a heavy snow fall 

during the day, with enough notice as possible for parents/carers or an alternate to 

pick up.  

Whatever the time of day, please be assured that the decision to close the school is 

taken after considering many factors, particularly the health and safety of our children 

and staff, and is not taken lightly and always in coordination with other local schools 

and or after advice from others.  

Recommendations for parents and carers: 

• Please have 2 emergency contact numbers available at our school office 

• Please have your own emergency collection plan in place should the school be 

closed during the day 

• Look for updates on the website, Bradford Schools Online and on Social Media  

• Don’t set off to school until you are confident it is open and it is safe for you to 

travel 

• Be patient – we understand the pressures of family life however there will be a 

slight delay between the decision to close and the information getting out there. 

Please be assured that we are always working as quickly as possible to help.  

• Please remain positive – we will do our best to ensure the school remains open 

however the safety of children, staff and parents is our priority and if we do 

close then it will be due to intensive conversations and advice form 3rd parties, 

such as the council, other schools and BDAT.  

 

Snowfall Overnight 

 

School Closure 

Heavy snowfall overnight may result in access to the school being restricted or may 

stop children, parents/carers and staff from getting to school safely. If these conditions 

apply, the following steps will be taken: 

• The Head and the Caretaker will evaluate the prevailing conditions at the school 

site and in the area. 

 

• Staff will contact the Head as early as possible, but before 7.15am to advise of 

their capability of getting to work safely.  

 

• If access to the school is regarded as too dangerous or there would be too few 

staff to teach the children, the Headteacher and Chair of Governors will take the 

decision to close the school. We aim to make this decision by 7.30am, 

particularly to assist parents and carers of children attending our Before School 

Club. 

 

• The Senior Leadership Team will then register the school closure with Bradford 

Schools Online (bso.bradford.gov.uk). This information will be posted 

automatically on the Bradford Schools Online - Emergency Closures page 



(https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/SchoolClosure_Index.aspx) and trigger 

contact with Pulse Radio (https://www.pulse1.co.uk/)  

 

• The school will use their social media groups and telephone trees system to alert 

everyone about the school closure.  

 

• Our school website (http://www.oxenhopeprimary.org.uk/) will be updated with 

information regarding the school closure.  

 

 

Delayed opening 

If poor local road conditions result in pupils or staff taking a longer time to arrive at 

school, the Head and Chair of Governors may decide to open the school later or extend 

the time for registration so that everyone can get to school safely.  If the decision for 

opening later is agreed, following steps will be taken: 

 

• The Headteacher will register the delayed opening of the school with Bradford 

Schools Online (bso.bradford.gov.uk). This information will be posted 

automatically on the Bradford Schools Online - Emergency Closures page 

(https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/SchoolClosure_Index.aspx) and trigger 

contact with Pulse Radio (https://www.pulse1.co.uk/)   

 

• The school will use their telephone trees system to alert everyone about the 

school’s delayed opening.  

 

• Our school website (http://www.oxenhopeprimary.org.uk/) will be updated with 

information regarding the delayed opening. 

 

• The Head will need to assess the number of staff members who have arrived at 

school by 8.30am. If there is enough staff who have been successful in arriving 

at school, the Headteacher will keep the school open, but continue to reassess 

the situation throughout the day. If, at any point, it is felt that the children 

should go home, the school will contact parents and carers via text and/or 

email/phone of the early closure and request collection of the children. 

 

• Parents will also be emailed/texted by the school. The school status will be 

updated on our own website. 

 

• If the school is not forced to close, then normal pick up and collection 

arrangements will apply for all pupils. 

 

Heavy Snowfall at Rush Hour 

If there is heavy snowfall during the rush hour period when pupils, parents/carers and 

staff are travelling to school, and teachers have registered their delayed arrival with the 

school, then the following procedures will be followed: 

• The Head and the Chair of Governors may decide to close the school or delay 

opening, in which case the respective procedures given above will apply. 

 

https://www.pulse1.co.uk/
https://www.pulse1.co.uk/


• If it is decided that the school will open, it will be left to the best judgement of 

parents and carers to decide for themselves if it is safe for them and their 

child(ren) to attempt to make the journey to school, even if it means a late 

arrival. 

 

• If pupils have already been dropped off by parents, the children must report to 

the school where they will be safely supervised. 

 

Snowfall during the School Day 

In the event of a heavy snowfall and/or there is a significant deterioration in local 

conditions occurring during the school day, so that the return home may become 

unsafe, then the Headteacher may decide to close the school.  The following 

procedures will be followed: 

• The Headteacher will then register the school closure with Bradford Schools 

Online (bso.bradford.gov.uk). This information will be posted automatically on 

the Bradford Schools Online - Emergency Closures page 

(https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/SchoolClosure_Index.aspx) and trigger 

contact with Pulse Radio (https://www.pulse1.co.uk/)  

 

• Parents will be contacted by text and/or email by the school. The school status 

will be updated on our own website. 

 

• Staff will remain on site to supervise the children with an acceptable ratio of staff 

to pupils until all the children are collected.  

 

• Parents and carers of children attending our Before/After School Club will be 

contacted by text and/or phone/email to advise of early closure of the school. 

 

Snow Clearance 

If there is heavy snow on the ground and weather forecasts show that no more snow is 

expected to fall in the locality, we will attempt to clear and make safe our school 

playground, paths and parking areas as quickly possible. We request that there are no 

children on site during the clearance operation. The Senior Leadership Team will also 

take into consideration the health and safety of the staff clearing the site.  

 

Failure of the school heating system 

Ambient temperature at school should be comfortable for all pupils and staff. In the 

unlikely event of a malfunction or total failure of the heating system, the Headteacher 

might have to take a decision to close the school. It is understood that this is very 

inconvenient for everyone, but a minimum temperature is mandated by law and a 

decision to close the school is not taken lightly. If problems with the heating system 

occur, the following procedures will be followed: 

• The Headteacher will then register the school closure with Bradford Schools 

Online (bso.bradford.gov.uk). This information will be posted automatically on 

the Bradford Schools Online - Emergency Closures page 

(https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/SchoolClosure_Index.aspx) and trigger 

contact with Pulse Radio (https://www.pulse1.co.uk/)  

 

https://www.pulse1.co.uk/
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• If the failure occurs during the school day, parents will have contacted by text 

and/or email by the school to arrange collection of their child(ren). The school 

status will be updated on our own website. Staff will remain on site to supervise 

the children awaiting collection, with an acceptable ratio of staff to pupils.  

 

• Information on the repairs to the heating system will be disseminated and 

updated via the school website and class telephone trees as soon as possible. 

 

Icy Conditions  

If there are icy conditions, we will endeavour to ensure that the site is safe for all who 

use it. It may be necessary to close gates or entrances to ensure safety. The Senior 

Leadership Team will also take into consideration the health and safety of the staff 

clearing the site. 

  

Gritting procedures  

This policy for snow and ice clearance is based on the simple priority of ensuring the 

school site always remains open yet safe for staff and children throughout periods of 

inclement weather. The first priority is to ensure access and exit to and from the school 

site for all school users. This must be done following the basic priority of safety for all 

users. 

The policy is in place to allow a set procedure to be followed which is initially triggered 

by the Head making a decision on the safety of opening the school. Once triggered, 

the gritting procedure will be implemented. The Senior Leadership Team will also take 

into consideration the health and safety of the staff clearing the site. 

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Head and SLT 

1 Responsible for ensuring that school is fully equipped with appropriate snow clearing 

and 

protective equipment, and adequate stocks of rock salt and sand/grit etc. 

2 Responsible for rearranging Caretaker times to ensure snow and ice clearance is 

undertaken at the earliest possible time. This may involve asking site staff to attend 

work earlier than contracted and taking into consideration the health and safety of the 

staff clearing the site. 

3 Responsible for rearranging Caretaker duties to ensure snow and ice clearance is 

continued throughout the day if necessary and taking into consideration the health and 

safety of the staff clearing the site. 

4 Responsible for outlining in this policy (school gritting plan), the prioritisation of 

routes to be gritted and appropriate access routes to use during bad weather. 

5 Responsible for ensuring that the gritting policy is made available to parents and 

carers via the school website. 

6 Responsible for drafting and reviewing the schools gritting plan every two years or 

immediately in the event of any changes to the school grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 



Caretaker’s Responsibilities 

 

1 Responsible for the immediate clearance of snow and ice in designated areas in line 

with the school gritting plan. 

2 Responsible for ensuring that equipment provided to clear snow and ice is adequate 

for the purpose and maintained in a satisfactory condition, supplies of rock salt and 

sand/grit mix should be monitored throughout the winter period and replenished 

promptly. 

3 Responsible for temporary closing access areas around the school in line with the 

school gritting plan. Such areas should be clearly marked (e.g. signage/cones or tape). 

Records of clearance and access route closures should be kept. 

 

 

Governing Body 

1 Responsible for agreeing the winter plan for the school including snow and ice 

clearing procedure. 

2 Responsible for providing sufficient resources to implement the plan. 

3 Responsible for monitoring that the snow and ice procedure is being carried out. 

 

Staff 

1 Responsible for reporting to the Caretaker/Headteacher any situation where the 

recommended action contained within the gritting plan has not been carried out. 

2 Responsible for safeguarding own and colleagues’ health and safety in bad weather. 

3 Staff should also wear footwear/clothing appropriate to the conditions. 

 

Parents 

1 Responsible for adhering to the designated, gritted pathways into school. 

2 Responsible for collecting their child during the day should conditions worsen. 

3 Responsible for ensuring that the school has their up to date telephone numbers in 

order for text messages/telephone calls to be received. 

4 Responsible for wearing suitable footwear for the conditions when bringing and 

collecting children from school. 

5 Responsible for ensuring that their child(ren) are wearing sensible footwear and warm 

coats according to the conditions. 

6 Responsible for supervising their child(ren) before and after school and ensuring that 

children do not play on the artificial turfed areas and play equipment outside of the 

school day. 

 

Gritting Plan  

• Main car park  

• Pedestrian paths from Hebden Bridge Road will be gritted around the building 

to the gated entrance  

• The path from the car park to the Main Entrance (extreme caution should be 

exercised in moving from a vehicle to the path ways).  

• The path from the main gate through the big black gate to the y3/4 door and 

along the side of the reception class outdoor area to the link corridor door. 

• The slope to reception class  

• The path across the playground to the bottom gate 

 



 

 

Please note: - 

• It is not practical to grit large areas of grounds therefore if it is thought that 

playground areas are unsafe due to underfoot conditions they will not be used 

during the day however, should the Head teacher decide that it is safe for the 

children, they will be permitted to play out during playtime and lunchtime. 

• At the beginning/end of the day adults collecting children must use the clearly 

gritted pathways 

• It may be possible for paths to have become unsafe during the day when there 

is no caretaking cover available to grit the paths. It is therefore very important 

that extreme care is taken when coming on to the school premises later in the 

day. 

• Paths outside the school are outside the school’s area of responsibility – if they 

are dangerous we will alert the Highways department to the situation and 

request their attention. 

 

Useful websites and numbers  

https://www.pulse1.co.uk/ 

https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/SchoolClosure_Index.aspx 

www.bso.bradford.gov.uk  

http://www.oxenhopeprimary.org.uk/  

www.online.bradford.gov.uk 

 

School Office – 01535 642271 
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