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  Learning in EYFS: 
What Music Subject Leaders Need to Know 

The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across 

seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to help subject leaders 

to understand how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects. 

This document demonstrates which statements from the 2020 Development Matters are prerequisite 

skills for Music within the national curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant statements 

taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age 

ranges for Reception to match the programme of study for Music. 

There are no longer specific ELGs or development matters statements for Music. However, we still expose 

children to experiences and teach them the necessary skills as part of our Curriculum. The most relevant 

statements for Music are taken from the following areas of learning: 

• Communication and language 

• Expressive arts and design 
 

Music 

Reception Communication and 

language 

-  Ask questions to find out more 

- Understand how to listen carefully and why 

listening is important 

- Learn new vocabulary 

- Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to 

develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge 

and vocabulary. 

- Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to how they sound. 

- Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

 Expressive Arts and Design • Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 

expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Watch and talk about dance and performance 

art, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 

matching the pitch and following the melody. 

• Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, performing solo or in groups. 

ELG  

 

Communication 

and language 

Speaking Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 

discussions, offering their own ideas, using 

recently introduced vocabulary.  

• Offer explanations for why things might 

happen, making use of recently introduced 

vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 

poems when appropriate. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/senior-leadership-team-slt/senior-leadership-team-slt-ofsted


Page 2 of 2  

 

 

 • Express their ideas and feelings about their 

experiences using full sentences, including use of 

past, present and future tenses and making use 

of conjunctions, with modelling and support 

from their teacher. 

Listening, 

Attention and 

Understanding 

 • Listen attentively and respond to what they 

hear with relevant questions, comments and 

actions when being read to and during whole 

class discussions and small group interactions.  

 • Make comments about what they have heard 

and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  

 • Hold conversation when engaged in back-

and-forth exchanges with their teacher and 

peers. 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Being 

imaginative 

and 

expressive 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and 

songs. • Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 

with others, and (when appropriate) try to move 

in time with music. 

 

 

 

Notes 
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