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I know we don’t need reminding but next week December begins and we all know what that 
means.  Preparation for Christmas is already under way with teachers changing displays to a 
winter theme and the children in Bronte, Lister and Hockney rehearsing their Christmas nativity 
performance.  There is a lot to look forward to both in school and out and about in Oxenhope. 
 
School events 
Our first big event is the Friends of Oxenhope Christmas coffee morning which takes place next 
Friday morning from 9.15 a.m. until 11.30 a.m.   
Due to this taking place there will be no achievement assembly.  Thank you for your generous 
donations so far, friends would appreciate this to carry on next week, with Rainbow Tombola, 
Bottles and Raffle Prizes etc.  Also buns, cakes and mince pies would be gratefully appreciated 
on the day. If you are planning to come along your children will be allowed to visit the stalls with 
you.  If you are unable to join us your child can bring some money and their teacher will 
accompany them at a convenient time. 
 
This years competition for the children on coffee morning is to make a Table Decoration, there 
will be a 50p entry fee and there will be a prize for each class winner.  Please bring your 
decorations on Friday morning. 
 
Our Infant Nativity will take place in school on Thursday 10th December.  The first performance 
will be at 2:00 pm and the evening performance will begin at 6:00 pm.  Tickets 50p each. Letter 
will follow next week. 
 
The children in Macmillan/Priestley have been busy making Christmas crafts as part of the 
‘mind your own business’ competition to raise money for Manorlands hospice.  These will be on 
sale before and after the afternoon performance.  If you are not watching the performance you 
are all welcome to come into the Hall after school to buy some of these. 
 
As I mentioned last week the Friends are organising a Christmas card tree in the school Hall.  
All the children are welcome to write a card to wish everyone at school a Merry Christmas.  The 
Friends would appreciate a donation towards their fundraising efforts for the school. 
 
Our end of term Christmas Service will take place at St Mary’s Church on Friday 18th December 
at 9:30 am.  You are all welcome to join us.  The older children will be taking the lead in this 
celebration. 
Also on the same day we will be having our Christmas assembly at 2:30 pm. 
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Church and community events 
Earlier this week I met with Reverend June Medhurst to discuss our Christmas preparations.  
We are hoping to involve the children in as many of the Church and Community events this 
year.   
This Sunday there will be an Advent Carol Service at St Mary’s Church from 6:00 p.m. 
On Sunday 13th December the Choir will be taking part in the Christmas Carol concert at 
Manorlands hospice from 4:00 p.m.  We have also been invited to join in with a Carol singing 
event in the village which takes place on Thursday 17th December from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
and the Nine Lessons and Carols Service at St Mary’s on Sunday 20th December from 6:00 
p.m. onwards. 
On Wednesday 23rd December there is a Children’s Workshop in Church from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. 
There will be a Crib service for the children at St Mary’s on Christmas Eve from 4:00 p.m.  We 
hope many of you are able to come along to these events. 
 
School closed on Monday 30th November 
Please can I remind you all that school will be closed to children this coming Monday for staff 
training.  We will be open as usual on Tuesday 1st December. 
 
Assessment week 
Next week the children will be taking a series of tests so teachers are able to evaluate the 
progress of every child.  There are no formal timetables for the tests but it is important that the 
children are in school to take part in these. 
 
Table tennis 
On Wednesday our girl’s table tennis team took part in the regional finals of this competition.  
This was a major achievement for the girls as many of them had only experienced playing the 
game in qualifying heats.  This time they were up against more experienced opposition and 
although they will progress no further in the competition they did themselves and the school 
proud.  Well done everyone. 
 
Children in Need 
Well done to everyone for last weeks fundraising efforts.  By Friday afternoon we had raised 
just over £192 which has since exceeded £200! 
 
New morning playtime times 
After evaluating our arrangement for morning playtimes we have moved this from 10:55 a.m. to 
10:25 a.m.  This still gives the children a longer session and a shorter session in the same way 
the previous arrangement did. 
 
Parent Questionnaire 
Attached to this newsletter is a questionnaire for parents and carers to complete.  Please take 
the time to fill this in and return it to school.  Your comments are incredibly valuable and will 
help the school to improve its provision for you and your child.  Many thanks. 
 
Wednesday Football club 
I have really enjoyed the last 3 weeks, even if the weather has been a little wild at times.  I 
know the children have enjoyed the sessions too.  Next week will be our last session of the 
term, although I plan to run another sporting club on a Wednesday evening in January when I 
expect the children and I will have to wrap up even more! 

 



Breakfast with God Send a Smile! 
Last week the children and helpers made 24 theatre gowns and decorated them in a fantastic range of 
colourful designs.  This was their contribution to this year’s Blue Peter ‘Send a Smile’ Appeal.  
Thousands of children are born each year with a cleft lip or cleft palate, preventing them from eating, 
speaking or even smiling.  In the UK, treatment is straightforward and free on the NHS but in many 
parts of the world children are hidden away, prevented from attending school and face an uncertain 
future.  Operation Smile sends teams of volunteer medical professionals to provide free reconstructive 
surgery.  Every gown our Breakfast with God children have made will save Operation Smile 
approximately £3, so around £72 will go directly to help fund more operations for children waiting to 
receive surgery.  Well done! 

 
Parent Governor 
I am pleased to announce that Mrs Jacky Ellis, being the only candidate, has been duly elected to be 
our new parent governor for the next 4 years.  Jacky joins the Governing Body at an exciting time for 
the school and I am sure she will enjoy her important role in helping to shape the future of our school 
for the benefit of our children, their families and the wider community. 
 
School Calendars 2010 
All pre-orders for school calendars have now been distributed via your child’s book bag. 
We only have 30 calendars left for sale.  If you would like to buy one please send the form you will have 
received on the ‘green friends’ letter yesterday to the school office or to Lindsey McManus (children in 
Hockney/Bronte class).  Calendars will be sold on a first come first served basis.  If we have any spare 
they will be on sale during the Christmas Fair on Friday 4th December. 
The photos on the calendar can be viewed in the link corridor prior to purchase. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr D Burns 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


