Oxenhope
Church of England Primary School

FARISH CHURCH OF

ST.MARY THLE VIRGIN
BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE
OXENMOPL

15! February, 2010

Dear Parent/ Guardian

Attached to this letter is another letter to inform you of some proposed changes to the admission
numbers for a number of Bradford schools.

Many areas of Bradford are expériencing large increases in local populations for a variety of
reasons. Therefore, the council has taken appropriate steps to make provision for these
communities.

However, you will notice that one of the proposals is to increase the number of places at Haworth
Primary School and at Worth Valley Primary School.

At a recent meeting with officers from Bradford Council and the Heads and members of the
Governing Bodies of all the Upper Worth Valley schools it became quite clear that the rise in our
local population has not been as dramatic as other areas of Keighley and the wider Bradford
district. In fact the data suggests that the number of children due to start school in September
2010 is lower than last year. Future predictions show a fluctuating population of Primary school
aged children with numbers rarely exceeding the number of school places in the area.

The Governors and parents at Haworth are opposed to these proposals as they feel that their site
is overdeveloped and, due to the building being an ex middle school, the layout of the building
would not easily accommodate 15 extra children. Their surplus space has been given over to the
Worth Valley Children's centre which serves all the villages in the Worth Valley. From past
experience they also feel that the school may struggle to fill all the exira places. As schools are
funded on the number of children on roll this would affect their annual budget and the quality of
the provision for the children at the school.

Itis the view of our Governing Body and the Headteachers of all the upper Worth Valley Primary
Schools that extra places at Haworth would also increase the number of surplus places at other
local schools including Oxenhope C.E Primary School. If this proposal is passed by the council it
could have a negative impact on our schooll
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The Governing Body and Oxenhope Parish Council have written letters to raise this issue with
Bradford Council. They feel that it is vital that all the local schools are not disadvantaged by
falling rolls to ensure that all local communities can offer families high quality education which is
sustainable for the future. '

The consultation period ends on 2é™ February and our Governing Body would like to ask you to
have your say and support Oxenhope C.E Primary School and the other local schools by opposing
this proposal.

If you feel you could support us in this you can either write to Nina Mewse, Senior Research and
Development Officer, Future House, Bolling Road, Bradford, BD4 7EB. If you would like to save on
the cost of postage we can forward your responses via the school office or you could email your
views to educationconsultation@bradford.gov.uk.

We would be grateful of your support with this so please support us if you can.

If you would like to discuss this further please feel free to contact either of us at school.

Yours faithfully

Mr D Burns (Headteacher) Mr A Bennett (Chair of Governors)
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Date: December 2009

Dear Parent/Carer

RE:

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS —~ SEPTEMBER 2011

We are currently consulting on a number of changes to schools admission numbers and
adjustments to school priority areas.
These include:

1.
2.

v

Increases as shown on the attached sheet, previously forwarded to primary schools.

The removal of some primary school priority areas, see below. The oversubscription criteria
will then revert to that of all other community schools as detailed in the guidelines for
parents booklet.

Changes to the siblings criteria for primary schools with priority areas.

Reduction of the Admission number for Oakbank School, see below.

For the foreseeable future the number of reception places required across the District will be
significantly higher than in previous years. The local authority needs to ensure that across the
District all families are able to gain suitable places taking into account criteria such as class
sizes and play space. This year therefore, after discussions, we are proposing that a number
of schools increase their admission numbers in order to accommodate additional children. Any
changes to the building to accommodate the additional children will also have to take place.

Following Education Re-organisation in 2000 a number of admission priority areas for

primary schools were created to ensure that local children gained access to their nearest local
primary school. Where schools were re-sited priority areas were also drawn to ensure that
children from communities could still gain access to these schools.

The system has worked but as schools are now mainly full it is felt that in some cases priority
areas are no longer needed, do not serve any purpose and can be more difficult for parents to
understand when making their preferences.

It is therefore proposed to discontinue priority areas for the following primary schools areas as
from September 2011.

e Barkerend

* Feversham

e Girlington
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